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Abstract

This article examines the complex impact of social media on the modern Russian
language in the context of digitalization and globalization of the information
space. It analyzes the lexical, word-formation, morphological, syntactic, stylistic,
and pragmatic changes occurring in the language under the influence of online
communication. Particular attention is paid to the phenomenon of digital
discourse, linguistic economy, the transformation of written language norms, and
the relationship between literary language and online communication. It
concludes that social media has a contradictory influence: while they
simultaneously promote linguistic creativity and the development of new
communication strategies, they also pose the risk of declining speech standards.

Keywords: Russian language, social networks, internet discourse, digital
communication, language norm, neologism, anglitsism, speech culture.

Introduction

The beginning of the 2 1st century was marked by the rapid development of digital
technologies and the emergence of a global information space. Social media has
become an integral part of the daily lives of millions of people. Platforms such as
VKontakte, Telegram, Instagram, and TikTok serve not only communicative but
also educational, cultural, and political functions.
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Language, as a social phenomenon, cannot remain unchanged in this new
communication environment. A unique form of interaction is emerging—digital
discourse, characterized by high-speed information exchange, multimodality, and
mass appeal.

The relevance of this study stems from the need to understand the changes
occurring in the Russian language under the influence of online communication.
Theoretical Foundations of the Research. Language develops in close connection
with society. According to Yu. N. Karaulov's concept, linguistic personality is
shaped by the sociocultural environment. The modern digital environment has
become a new factor in linguistic evolution.

Researchers of internet communication identify the following characteristics:
interactivity;

hypertextuality;

multimedia;

abbreviation of utterance;

v" informality of communication.
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Internet discourse occupies an intermediate position between oral and written
forms of speech, combining both characteristics.

Lexical Changes in the Russian Language. One of the most noticeable processes
is the intensive penetration of Anglicisms. This is explained by the globalization
of the information space and the dominance of English in the IT sector.

Examples:

v like, dislike;

v’ post, repost;

v' Dblogger, influencer;
v stories, reels;

v

content, target, stream.
Most borrowings undergo a stage of adaptation and acquire Russian word-
formation forms:
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v like, liked;

v’ repost;

v’ stream.

This demonstrates the productivity of the Russian word-formation system.
Neologization. Social media facilitate the rapid emergence of new words:
hype;

crash;

toxic;

life;

vibe.

Neologisms reflect the emotionality and expressiveness of online
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communication.

Memetic Lexicon. Memes are becoming a source of set expressions that migrate
into everyday speech. Meme language is characterized by irony, allusions, and
cultural codes.

Word-Formation Processes. Social media stimulate the active use of:

v' prefixes (zapostit, repostit);

v suffixes (-k-, -ik-, -nut');

v contaminations (infogypsies, feykonyus).

Colloquial patterns of word formation are becoming more pronounced, bringing
written language closer to oral speech.

Morphological Transformations. Online communication is characterized by:

v' simplification of declension forms;

v’ ignoring case endings;

v" mixing colloquial and literary forms.

For example: "I don't have time," "the best option."

Such phenomena demonstrate a weakening of normative control.

Syntactic Features. Online communication is characterized by:

v short sentences;
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v lack of complex constructions;

v' use of incomplete sentences;

v' frequent use of parcellation.

Example:

"I don't know. At all. Honestly."

This structure conveys the emotionality and intonation of oral speech.

Graphic and Visual Aids.

Emoji. Emoji perform the following functions:

v’ express emotions;

v' clarify meaning;

v' replace words.

Hashtags. Hashtags (#session, #study, #mood) structure the text and perform a
search function.

Caps Lock and Intentional Errors. The use of CAPITAL LETTERS enhances
expression. Intentional distortions ("hello," "handsome") are used as a means of
language play.

Stylistic Transformation. A mixture of functional styles occurs. Colloquial speech
1s permeating public speaking, advertising, and journalism. A blogging style is
emerging—vivid, subjective, and emotionally charged.

Pragmatic Aspect. Social media are shaping new communication strategies:

v' self-presentation;

v' image management;

v' creation of digital identity;

v' use of language as a tool of influence.

Language is becoming a means of building a personal brand.

Sociolinguistic Consequences. Positive aspects:

v' development of creativity;

v' democratization of language;
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4 accelerated communication;

v' expanding the audience for Russian-language communication.
Negative aspects:

v decreasing literacy;

loss of extended writing skills;

excessive anglicization;

superficiality of thinking.

AN

Prospects for the Development of the Russian Language in the Digital Age. The
Russian language demonstrates high adaptability. History shows that the
language is capable of integrating borrowings without losing its structure. The
following is likely to occur in the future:

v further hybridization of oral and written speech;

v the consolidation of some internet vocabulary in standard dictionaries;

v the formation of a stable digital functional style.

Conclusion. Social media have a multifaceted impact on the Russian language.
They accelerate linguistic processes, facilitate the emergence of new words and
forms of communication, and transform styles and norms.

However, these changes should not be viewed solely as a degradation of the
language. This is a natural stage in its evolution in new sociocultural conditions.
The task of linguistics is not only to record changes but also to understand them
in the context of societal development. As a result of the global development of
social media, languages may lose their originality, beauty, and value, and dialects
may even disappear. In this case, we must approach this problem responsibly and
find a way out. We must show today's youth the true beauty and history of the
language, demonstrating that its development was not simple.
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