
 
 

Eureka Journal of Humanities and Social Research 
(EJHSR)  
ISSN 2760-4934 (Online) Volume 2, Issue 5, May 2026 

 
This article/work is licensed under CC by 4.0 Attribution 

                                                   https://eurekaoa.com/index.php/4 

 

305 | P a g e  
 

REVEALING THE VALUES OF TOLERANCE, 

PATRIOTISM, AND FRIENDSHIP IN THE 

LEGACY OF ZAKHIRIDDIN MUHAMMAD 

BABUR 
Sherzod Muslimov  

 Independent Researcher 

Samakand State Institute of Foreign Languages 

 muslimov.sherzod@gmail.com 

 

Abstract 

This article examines the reflection of the values of tolerance, patriotism, and 

friendship in the rich spiritual, literary, and socio-political heritage of Zahiriddin 

Muhammad Babur. As an outstanding statesman, military leader, poet, historian, 

and thinker, Babur left a remarkable legacy that embodies universal human values 

and moral principles that remain relevant in contemporary society. The study 

analyzes the manifestation of tolerance, loyalty to the homeland, intercultural 

dialogue, social harmony, and friendship in Babur’s literary works, particularly 

in the Baburnama, his poetic collections, and other historical writings. 

The research reveals that Babur's worldview was based on respect for different 

cultures, traditions, languages, and beliefs. His political and social activities 

demonstrate a high level of tolerance and an ability to establish constructive 

relations among various ethnic and religious communities. These characteristics 

contributed significantly to social stability and cultural development within the 

territories under his rule. The article highlights that Babur’s concept of tolerance 

was not limited to passive acceptance of diversity but was grounded in mutual 

respect, justice, and human dignity. 
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Introduction 

In the contemporary era of globalization, rapid technological advancement, and 

increasing intercultural interactions, the promotion of universal human values 

such as tolerance, patriotism, and friendship has become one of the most 

important priorities in the educational and social development of society. These 

values play a crucial role in strengthening social cohesion, preserving national 

identity, fostering mutual understanding among different communities, and 

ensuring the moral development of younger generations. Therefore, the study of 

historical, cultural, and intellectual heritage that embodies these values remains 

highly relevant for modern academic research. 

The rich spiritual and literary heritage of Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur occupies 

a significant place in the history of Central Asian civilization and world culture. 

Babur was not only a distinguished statesman, military commander, poet, and 

historian but also a profound thinker whose works reflected important moral, 

social, and philosophical ideas. His masterpiece, the Baburnama, together with 

his poetic collections and other writings, provides valuable insights into the 

ethical principles, cultural traditions, and humanistic worldview that shaped his 

understanding of society and human relations. 

One of the remarkable features of Babur’s intellectual legacy is the consistent 

emphasis on tolerance, patriotism, and friendship. His writings demonstrate 

respect for cultural diversity, appreciation of different peoples and traditions, 

commitment to justice, and recognition of the importance of peaceful 

coexistence. These principles are particularly evident in his descriptions of 

various regions, nations, customs, and social groups encountered throughout his 
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life. Such observations reveal Babur’s broad-minded outlook and his appreciation 

of cultural plurality, which can be regarded as an important manifestation of 

tolerance. 

Patriotism occupies a special place in Babur’s literary and historical works. 

Despite political difficulties and prolonged separation from his native homeland, 

Babur repeatedly expressed deep affection for his country, its landscapes, 

traditions, and people. His reflections on the homeland illustrate a strong sense of 

national belonging and historical memory. These ideas continue to serve as a 

valuable source for strengthening patriotic consciousness and civic responsibility 

among contemporary youth. 

Furthermore, Babur attached great importance to friendship as a moral and social 

value. His writings contain numerous examples that highlight loyalty, sincerity, 

trust, mutual support, and solidarity among individuals. Friendship is presented 

not merely as a personal relationship but as an essential foundation for social 

stability, successful leadership, and harmonious coexistence. The ethical 

principles associated with friendship in Babur’s heritage remain relevant for 

addressing contemporary social challenges and promoting constructive human 

relations. 

Although numerous studies have examined Babur’s political activities, literary 

achievements, and historical significance, the issue of tolerance, patriotism, and 

friendship as interconnected values within his intellectual heritage has not been 

sufficiently explored from a philosophical and educational perspective. 

Therefore, a comprehensive analysis of these values is necessary to reveal their 

significance for modern society and their contribution to the spiritual and moral 

education of younger generations. 

The intellectual, literary, and historical heritage of Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur 

has attracted considerable scholarly attention from researchers in the fields of 

history, literature, philosophy, cultural studies, and political thought. As a 

prominent representative of the Timurid Renaissance and the founder of the 
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Mughal Empire, Babur left a rich legacy that continues to serve as an important 

source for understanding the socio-cultural and moral values of the medieval 

East. Numerous studies have examined Babur’s contributions as a statesman, 

military strategist, poet, historian, and thinker. However, the values of tolerance, 

patriotism, and friendship reflected in his works remain insufficiently explored 

from the perspective of contemporary moral education and social development. 

The primary source for understanding Babur’s worldview is the Baburnama, one 

of the most significant autobiographical works in world literature. The text 

contains detailed observations on various peoples, cultures, customs, religious 

traditions, and political systems encountered by Babur throughout his life. 

Scholars have noted that the Baburnama reflects a broad humanistic outlook 

characterized by respect for cultural diversity and openness toward different 

social groups. These aspects provide an important foundation for analyzing the 

concept of tolerance in Babur’s thought. 

The literary and philosophical dimensions of Babur’s heritage have been 

investigated by a number of Central Asian and international scholars. Researchers 

such as Azimjonova, Hayitmetov, Valikhojayev, Komilov, and Gafurov have 

emphasized the humanistic nature of Babur’s works and their contribution to the 

development of ethical and cultural values. Their studies demonstrate that Babur 

consistently promoted justice, moral integrity, respect for human dignity, and 

social harmony. These principles are closely related to contemporary 

interpretations of tolerance and intercultural dialogue. 

Patriotism represents another important theme in Babur studies. Many 

researchers have analyzed Babur’s emotional attachment to his homeland and his 

reflections on the political and cultural conditions of his native land. His 

descriptions of Central Asia, particularly the Fergana Valley and Samarkand, 

reveal a deep sense of national identity and historical memory. Scholars argue 

that Babur’s literary expressions of homesickness and devotion to his homeland 
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constitute significant examples of patriotic consciousness in classical Eastern 

literature. 

The concept of friendship has also received attention in studies dedicated to 

Babur’s ethical and social views. Through descriptions of political alliances, 

personal relationships, and social interactions, Babur emphasized the importance 

of loyalty, trust, sincerity, and mutual support. These moral principles 

demonstrate that friendship occupied a central place in his understanding of social 

stability and human relations. Nevertheless, existing literature has rarely 

examined tolerance, patriotism, and friendship as interconnected values forming 

a coherent moral system within Babur’s intellectual heritage. 

The methodological framework of this study is based on the principles of 

objectivity, historicism, systematic analysis, and interdisciplinary research. 

Several research methods were employed to achieve the objectives of the study. 

The historical-philosophical method was used to examine the socio-cultural 

context in which Babur’s ideas emerged and developed. This approach made it 

possible to identify the philosophical foundations of tolerance, patriotism, and 

friendship in his writings. The comparative method was applied to compare 

Babur’s views with contemporary approaches to moral education, civic 

responsibility, and intercultural relations. Such comparisons helped reveal the 

continuing relevance of his ideas in modern society. 

The hermeneutic method was utilized to interpret the textual content of the 

Baburnama and Babur’s poetic works, enabling a deeper understanding of the 

meanings embedded in his descriptions of human relations, social values, and 

cultural interactions. In addition, the systematic method allowed the study to 

analyze tolerance, patriotism, and friendship not as isolated concepts but as 

interconnected elements of a comprehensive ethical worldview. 

The analysis of Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur’s literary and historical heritage 

demonstrates that the values of tolerance, patriotism, and friendship occupy a 

central place in his ethical and social worldview. These values are reflected not 
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only in his political activities and personal experiences but also in his literary 

works, where they appear as essential principles of human behavior and social 

organization. The findings indicate that Babur’s intellectual legacy contains a 

coherent system of moral values that remains relevant for contemporary society. 

One of the most significant aspects identified in the study is Babur’s 

understanding of tolerance. A careful examination of the Baburnama reveals that 

Babur approached different peoples, cultures, languages, and traditions with 

openness and respect. Throughout his travels and political activities, he 

encountered diverse ethnic and religious communities, yet his descriptions rarely 

reflect prejudice or hostility. Instead, he demonstrated a willingness to understand 

and appreciate cultural differences. His observations on social customs, 

traditions, and lifestyles indicate a broad-minded perspective that valued diversity 

as an important element of social life. 

The findings suggest that Babur’s concept of tolerance was closely associated 

with justice, human dignity, and mutual respect. Rather than promoting cultural 

uniformity, he recognized the uniqueness of different communities and 

emphasized the importance of peaceful coexistence. In the context of modern 

globalization, where intercultural communication has become increasingly 

important, Babur’s views provide valuable guidance for promoting dialogue, 

understanding, and social harmony among diverse groups. 

The analysis also confirms the prominent role of patriotism in Babur’s writings. 

Despite spending much of his life away from his homeland, Babur consistently 

expressed profound affection for his native land. His descriptions of Central Asia, 

particularly Andijan, Fergana, and Samarkand, are characterized by emotional 

depth and sincere admiration. The recurring references to his homeland reveal a 

strong sense of belonging and attachment that transcended political 

circumstances. 

The study demonstrates that patriotism in Babur’s thought was not limited to 

territorial loyalty. It encompassed respect for national traditions, historical 
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memory, cultural heritage, and collective identity. His reflections illustrate the 

importance of preserving cultural values while adapting to changing political and 

social conditions. These findings indicate that Babur’s patriotic ideas can 

contribute significantly to the development of civic consciousness, national pride, 

and social responsibility among contemporary youth. 

Another important result of the research concerns the value of friendship in 

Babur’s heritage. The analysis of historical narratives and personal reflections 

found in his works reveals that friendship was regarded as an essential foundation 

of both personal and political life. Babur repeatedly emphasized qualities such as 

loyalty, trustworthiness, sincerity, courage, and mutual support. He considered 

genuine friendship to be a source of strength during periods of political instability 

and personal hardship. 

The study further reveals that Babur viewed friendship as a moral relationship 

based on ethical responsibility rather than temporary personal interests. His 

experiences demonstrate that successful leadership and social stability depend 

significantly on trustworthy and devoted companions. These principles remain 

highly relevant in modern societies, where social cohesion and interpersonal trust 

are increasingly important for sustainable development. 

A comparative analysis of tolerance, patriotism, and friendship within Babur’s 

works indicates that these values are closely interconnected. Tolerance promotes 

respect for others, patriotism strengthens commitment to the community and 

homeland, while friendship fosters cooperation and solidarity among individuals. 

Together, these values form an integrated ethical framework aimed at achieving 

social harmony and human development. 

The research results also highlight the educational significance of Babur’s 

heritage. The values identified in his writings possess substantial potential for 

moral and civic education. They can contribute to the formation of responsible 

citizenship, intercultural competence, national identity, and ethical behavior 

among younger generations. In particular, Babur’s humanistic approach offers an 
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effective model for addressing contemporary challenges related to cultural 

conflicts, social fragmentation, and declining moral values. 

  

Conclusions 

The study of Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur’s intellectual and literary heritage 

demonstrates that the values of tolerance, patriotism, and friendship constitute 

fundamental components of his ethical and social philosophy. These values are 

consistently reflected throughout his historical writings, literary works, and 

personal observations, revealing a comprehensive humanistic worldview that 

remains relevant in contemporary society. 

The research findings confirm that Babur promoted tolerance through respect for 

cultural diversity, recognition of human dignity, and appreciation of different 

traditions and social groups. His observations of various peoples and cultures 

illustrate an open-minded attitude that encouraged peaceful coexistence and 

mutual understanding. Such ideas are particularly valuable in the modern world, 

where intercultural dialogue and social harmony have become essential 

conditions for sustainable development. 

The analysis also reveals that patriotism occupied a central place in Babur’s 

worldview. His profound attachment to his homeland, strong sense of historical 

memory, and commitment to preserving national traditions demonstrate a deep 

understanding of civic responsibility and national identity. Babur’s reflections on 

his native land continue to serve as an important source for cultivating patriotic 

consciousness, respect for cultural heritage, and social responsibility among 

younger generations. 

Furthermore, the study highlights the significance of friendship as a moral and 

social value in Babur’s heritage. Friendship is portrayed as a relationship founded 

on loyalty, trust, sincerity, mutual respect, and support. Babur’s views suggest 

that genuine friendship contributes not only to individual well-being but also to 

social stability and effective leadership. These ethical principles remain highly 
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relevant in contemporary efforts to strengthen social cohesion and interpersonal 

relations. 

The research has shown that tolerance, patriotism, and friendship in Babur’s 

works are closely interconnected and function as complementary values within a 

unified moral framework. Together, they promote social solidarity, ethical 

behavior, civic engagement, and harmonious human relations. This integrated 

system of values reflects Babur’s vision of an ideal society based on justice, 

mutual respect, and moral responsibility. 

Based on the results of the study, several conclusions can be drawn. First, Babur’s 

heritage contains a rich collection of universal human values that transcend 

historical and geographical boundaries. Second, the values of tolerance, 

patriotism, and friendship possess significant educational potential and can 

contribute to the moral and civic development of contemporary youth. Third, the 

integration of Babur’s ethical ideas into educational and cultural programs may 

strengthen national identity, intercultural competence, and social responsibility 

among younger generations. 
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