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Abstract

The article explores how Islamic values and enlightenment beliefs impact
contemporary society through their effects on educational systems and cultural
identity formation. The study demonstrates that Islamic enlightenment traditions
provide essential frameworks for ethical conduct, social cohesion, and intellectual
development in secular modern societies. The findings indicate that Islamic
enlightenment principles offer valuable perspectives for resolving conflicts
between tradition and modernity, promoting intercultural dialogue, and fostering
holistic human development in globalized contexts.
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AHHOTAIUSA

JlaHHass cTaThsi HCCIEAYET POJIb W 3HAYEHHUE HCIAMCKMX IEHHOCTEH WU
MIPOCBEILIEHUS] B COBPEMEHHOM MUpE, aHAJIU3UPYs UX BIUSHUE Ha OOIIECTBO,
oOpa3zoBaHHWe U KyJbTYpPHYIO HJIEHTUYHOCTh. McciemoBaHue MOKas3bIBaeT, YTO
TPagUIIIA MCIAMCKOTO ITPOCBEIICHNUS 00€CTICUMBAIOT BAXKHEHIIIE OCHOBBI JIJIS
ATUYECKOr0 TMOBEJACHHMS, COLMAIBbHON CIUIOYEHHOCTM W HWHTEIUIEKTYaJbHOTO
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pa3BUTUSI B CBETCKHUX COBPEMEHHBIX oOmlecTBax. Pe3ynbTaTsl McciieqoBaHUA
YKa3bIBAIOT HA TO, YTO NPHUHIMIIBI HMCIAMCKOIO IPOCBEIICHUS IPEIIararoT
LIEHHbIE MEpPCIEKTUBbI [JIsl pPa3pelieHUs] KOH(PIMKTOB MEXIYy Tpaauluend u
COBPEMEHHOCTBIO, COJEHUCTBUS MEXKYJIbTYPHOMY JHAJIOTy W TMOOLIPEHUS
LIEJIOCTHOTO Pa3BUTHUS YEJIOBEKA B YCIOBHSX INI00AIN3ALUY.

KiawueBble cJjoBa: IMPOCBCUICHHUC, COBPCMCHHOC O6HICCTBO, KYJIbTYpHaA
HIACHTUYHOCTb, HPABCTBCHHOC BOCIIMTAHHUC, TYXOBHOC PAa3BHUTHC, COLIMAJIbHAA
9THKA, PCJIUTHUO3HOC 3HAHHUC, MOACPHHU3 AU

Annotatsiya

Ushbu maqola zamonaviy dunyoda islom qadriyatlari va ma'rifatining roli va
ahamiyatini o'rganadi, ularning jamiyat, ta'lim va madaniy o'zligiga ta'sirini tahlil
qiladi. Tadqiqot shuni ko'rsatadiki, islom ma'rifati an'analari dunyoviy
zamonaviy jamiyatlarda axloqiy xulg-atvor, ijtimoiy birlik va intellektual
rivojlanish uchun muhim asoslarni ta'minlaydi. Tadqiqot natijjalari shuni
ko'rsatadiki, islom ma'rifati tamoyillari an'ana va zamonaviylik o'rtasidagi
ziddiyatlarni hal qilish, madaniyatlararo muloqotni rivojlantirish va globallashuv
sharoitida insonning yaxlit rivojlanishini ta'minlash uchun qimmatli istigbollarni
taklif etadi.

Kalit so'zlar: ma'rifat, zamonaviy jamiyat, madaniy o'zlik, axloqiy tarbiya,
ma'naviy rivojlanish, ijtimoiy axloq, diniy bilim, modernizatsiya

INTRODUCTION

The study of Islamic values together with Islamic enlightenment existing in
modern times has become one of the most important research areas within
religious studies, cultural philosophy, and social sciences. The current period of
globalization together with technological progress and cultural shifts has created
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new challenges to assess the significance of religious customs and their
intellectual traditions. The Islamic civilization functioned as the main transmitter
of scientific knowledge and philosophical ideas and cultural achievements which
advanced human development through its discoveries in mathematics and
astronomy and medicine and literature and social sciences during the Islamic
Golden Age [1]. The Islamic tradition defines enlightenment as a knowledge
('ilm) and wisdom (hikmah) pursuit which leads to both intellectual growth and
spiritual development and ethical improvement [2]. The Muslim community
today struggles to balance its need for maintaining genuine religious beliefs
together with its need to progress through modern times and secularism and
multiculturalism. The existing tension needs immediate solutions because Islamic
values should shape three main areas which include educational systems and
social institutions and ethical frameworks to solve current worldwide problems
while upholding traditional practices [3]. The research matter holds worldwide
importance because Islamic values start to shape multicultural societies which
possess sizable Muslim populations as their minority group. The present-day
Islamic enlightenment needs thorough assessment because it depends on
historical foundations and essential principles and contemporary applications.

METHODOLOGY AND LITERATURE REVIEW

The research study employs its methodological framework through a
comprehensive literature review which includes a systematic examination of
academic materials from Uzbek, Russian and international academic traditions.
The primary study focus centers on research materials which investigate Islamic
epistemology Islamic ethical systems and Islamic educational theories together
with research materials that assess how Islamic enlightenment and Western
intellectual traditions interact with each other [4]. The literature review reveals
several distinct approaches to understanding Islamic values in contemporary
contexts. Classical Islamic scholarship maintains that moral and spiritual
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development operate as essential elements of knowledge acquisition and that
education exists to develop all human capabilities instead of simply conveying
knowledge. Contemporary scholars have built upon this foundation to articulate
Islamic responses to modernity, secularization, and cultural globalization [5]. The
Russian Islamic studies tradition has provided important insights into how
Central Asian academic institutions study the integration of Islamic traditions
with present-day national identities and state development [6]. Post-Soviet
Muslim communities have worked to establish Islamic education systems and
restore cultural traditions while protecting their secular governmental systems
and diverse social structures. International scholarship on Islamic enlightenment
has increasingly focused on themes of reform, renewal (tajdid), and critical
engagement with classical traditions, exploring how Muslim intellectuals have
sought to reinterpret foundational texts and principles in light of contemporary
knowledge and changed historical circumstances.[7]

The concept of maqasid al-shariah (objectives of Islamic law) has emerged as
particularly significant in this discourse, providing frameworks for deriving
ethical principles which apply to novel situations that classical jurisprudence does
not explicitly address. Uzbek scholarly contributions have emphasized the
historical role of Central Asian Islamic civilization in developing scientific
knowledge, philosophical thought, and spiritual traditions [8]. They highlighted
Al-Bukhari, Al-Tirmidhi, Imam al-Maturidi, and the scholars of Khwarazm and
Samarkand as Islamic intellectual heritage creators. The current research in
Uzbekistan studies how this historical background can shape present-day
educational changes and character development programs and national cultural
initiatives. The literature consistently identifies several core themes in Islamic
enlightenment: the primacy of knowledge and learning, the integration of reason
and revelation, the emphasis on moral character development, the pursuit of
social justice, and the cultivation of spiritual awareness. The themes establish an
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analytical framework which researchers use to study how Islamic values maintain
their relevance in contemporary human experiences and social structures.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The analysis of scholarly literature and theoretical frameworks shows that Islamic
values together with enlightenment ideas maintain essential relevance in present-
day society through their impact on ethical standards and educational methods
and cultural identity development and social unity systems. The first major area
of significance concerns ethical and moral frameworks in an age often
characterized by moral relativism and value pluralism. Islamic ethical principles
which include the concepts of accountability (mas'uliyyah) and justice (‘adalah)
and compassion (rahmah) and human dignity (karamah) offer clear solutions for
contemporary ethical problems which include bioethical dilemmas and
environmental responsibility and economic justice and human rights [9]. Islamic
ethics establishes a moral framework which connects ethical duties to ultimate
objectives and divine directives while secular ethical systems lack this
fundamental connection. Table 1 presents a comparative analysis of Islamic
ethical principles and their contemporary applications which demonstrates how
these values maintain their practical usefulness in various present-day situations.

Table 1. Islamic Ethical Principles and Contemporary Applications

Core Islamic | Traditional Contemporary Application Societal Impact

Principle Understanding

Justice Equitable treatment, | Social justice movements, | Promotes inclusive societies, reduces

('Adalah) fairness in transactions | equitable resource distribution, | inequality, strengthens rule of law
and judgments anti-discrimination efforts

Knowledge Religious and worldly | Universal education, scientific | Advances intellectual development,

(Tlm) learning as religious | research, critical thinking | technological  progress, informed
obligation development citizenship

Compassion Mercy  toward  all | Humanitarian work, social welfare | Enhances social solidarity, reduces

(Rahmah) creation, empathy and | systems, mental health awareness | suffering, humanizes institutions
kindness

Stewardship Human  responsibility | Environmental conservation, | Protects ecosystems, ensures

(Khilafah) for Earth's resources sustainable development, climate | intergenerational equity, addresses

action ecological crisis

Consultation Collective decision- | Democratic participation, | Strengthens democratic institutions,

(Shura) making, seeking diverse | organizational governance, | improves decision quality, reduces
perspectives conflict resolution authoritarianism
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The second dimension of contemporary significance involves educational
philosophy and pedagogical approaches. Islamic enlightenment tradition
establishes education as a total system which develops human beings through
their acquisition of intellectual skills, their development of moral character, their
attainment of spiritual insight, and their acquisition of practical abilities [10]. The
holistic approach of this system stands in opposition to educational systems which
only use instrumentalism to prepare students for their future jobs and to produce
economic benefits. Islamic educational philosophy requires that students develop
critical thinking skills and ethical reasoning abilities and social responsibility
skills while they learn technical knowledge because education serves to create
balanced people who will make positive contributions to society. Contemporary
Muslim educators and educational reformers have adopted this tradition to
promote curriculum systems which provide equal importance to scientific
knowledge and humanities study and technical skills and ethical thinking and
personal accomplishment and social responsibility.

The Islamic tradition of lifelong learning across all beneficial knowledge areas
provides religious support for scientific and technological and academic studies
which face obstacles from anti-intellectualism and restricted religious practices.
Islamic educational traditions show their value through their focus on developing
respectful teacher-student relationships which enable students to learn through
dialogue and questioning while they study knowledge which connects to practical
uses. The third area of significance addresses how cultural identity and
civilizational heritage survive through time in societies that experience fast social
transformation and worldwide cultural exchange. Islamic values provide
frameworks for maintaining cultural authenticity while engaging constructively
with modernity which helps Muslim communities navigate tensions between
tradition and innovation and particularity and universality and local heritage and
global influences.

37| Page



Eureka Open Access Journals

Open Access | Peer Reviewed | International Journals | Multidisciplinary Areas

o€

OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS

Eureka Journal of Humanities and Social Research
(EJHSR)

ISSN 2760-4934 (Online)

(oMo

Volume 2, Issue 2, February 2026
This article/work is licensed under CC by 4.0 Attribution

https://eurekaoa.com/index.php/4

The Islamic concept of ummah (community) transcends narrow ethnic or national
identities while allowing for cultural diversity, providing basis for both global
solidarity and local cultural expression. Historical examples of Islamic
civilization's synthesis of diverse cultural traditions—incorporating Greek
philosophy, Persian administrative systems, Indian mathematics, and Chinese
technologies while maintaining distinctive Islamic character—demonstrate the
tradition's capacity for creative engagement with other civilizations.
Contemporary relevance of this synthesizing approach is evident in Muslim-
majority societies seeking to modernize economically and technologically while
preserving religious identity and cultural values, as well as in Muslim minority
communities balancing integration into broader societies with maintenance of
religious practice and cultural heritage. Table 2 analyzes key challenges facing
contemporary Muslim societies and how Islamic enlightenment principles offer
potential responses, illustrating the practical applicability of these values to
pressing contemporary issues.

Table 2. Contemporary Challenges and Islamic Enlightenment Responses

Contemporary Nature of Challenge Islamic Enlightenment | Practical Implementation

Challenge Response

Extremism and | Violent ideologies | Emphasis on middle path | Religious education reform,

radicalization claiming religious | (wasatiyyah), consultation, | promoting moderate scholarship,
justification protection of life (hifz al-nafs) interfaith dialogue

Gender inequality | Discrimination limiting | Quranic affirmation of human | Women's education, female
women's participation in | equality, historical examples of | religious leadership, equitable
public life learned women scholars legal frameworks

Economic Poverty, wealth | Prohibition of exploitation (riba), | Islamic finance, social welfare

exploitation concentration, unjust | mandatory charity (zakat), fair | programs, cooperative economic
economic systems trade principles models

Environmental Climate change, pollution, | Stewardship (khilafah) | Green Islamic initiatives,

degradation resource depletion responsibility,  prohibition of | environmental figh, sustainable

waste (israf) development projects

Cultural alienation | Loss of meaning, | Spiritual development, | Community centers, spiritual
community community bonds (silat al-rahim), | counseling, values-based
fragmentation,  identity | purposeful living education
crisis
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The fourth dimension involves frameworks for intercultural dialogue and
peaceful coexistence in increasingly diverse societies. Islamic principles of
human dignity recognizing all people as children of Adam, religious tolerance
exemplified in Quranic verses acknowledging religious pluralism, and emphasis
on justice even toward adversaries provide theological foundations for engaging
respectfully with people of different faiths and worldviews. Historical examples
of Islamic civilizations incorporating religious minorities through systems like
dhimmi status, while imperfect by contemporary standards, represented relatively
advanced approaches to religious pluralism for their historical periods.
Contemporary Muslim scholars have developed these foundations further,
articulating Islamic bases for full citizenship rights, religious freedom, and
democratic participation that align with modern human rights frameworks while
remaining grounded in Islamic textual sources and ethical principles. The fifth
area concerns spiritual and psychological wellbeing in contexts of materialism,
consumerism, and existential anxiety characterizing modern life. Islamic spiritual
traditions emphasizing remembrance of God (dhikr), regular prayer, ethical
conduct, community bonds, and consciousness of ultimate accountability provide
frameworks for meaning-making and psychological resilience that address
dimensions of human experience neglected in purely materialist worldviews.
Research in psychology and mental health has increasingly recognized the
protective effects of religious commitment, spiritual practice, and community
involvement against depression, anxiety, substance abuse, and other mental
health challenges.

CONCLUSION

This analysis demonstrates that Islamic values and enlightenment maintain
profound and multifaceted significance in the contemporary era, offering
valuable resources for addressing ethical, educational, cultural, social, and
spiritual challenges facing modern societies. The research reveals that Islamic
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intellectual traditions provide coherent ethical frameworks grounded in
transcendent principles yet applicable to contemporary moral dilemmas, holistic
educational philosophies balancing intellectual development with character
formation, and cultural resources enabling authentic engagement with modernity
without abandoning religious identity. The examination of Islamic enlightenment
principles across diverse domains—from individual spiritual development to
global intercultural relations—illustrates the comprehensive nature of Islamic
civilization's contributions to human flourishing and social progress. The findings
indicate that rather than representing obstacles to progress or modernization,
Islamic values properly understood and creatively applied can facilitate positive
social transformation, scientific advancement, and ethical governance while
providing meaning, purpose, and community bonds essential to human wellbeing.
Contemporary Muslim societies and communities face the ongoing task of
articulating Islamic principles in ways that speak effectively to modern concerns
and contexts, requiring both deep knowledge of classical traditions and
sophisticated engagement with contemporary realities. The success of this
enterprise depends upon quality Islamic education developing scholars capable
of creative interpretation (ijtihad) grounded in authentic sources, institutional
reforms allowing for intellectual renewal and practical innovation, and social
conditions enabling open inquiry and constructive debate within Muslim
communities. The broader significance of Islamic enlightenment extends beyond
Muslim populations, as Islamic contributions to ethics, philosophy, spirituality,
and social organization offer perspectives valuable for pluralistic societies
grappling with questions of meaning, morality, community, and purpose in
increasingly complex and interconnected world.
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